ESMC Comenius project – Liceo Machiavelli - Rome – 8th April 2011

International observation worksheet
6 Roman squares as social and multicultural spaces
Observe your piazza/square and its surroundings and feel free to investigate into  the "context"/network  of streets, squares, gates, this square is embedded in. 
QUESTIONS
PAST: What was the square used for in former times? Was it built  for specific purposes?  Are there any visible signs of that past?

PRESENT: 

What - in your view - makes this 'social space'  special?

How is local culture mirrored in it ?

Is there any legends associated to this square?

How is local religion mirrored in it?

 What kind of people can you find in that square (age, sex, nationality, cultural background, money, dress code, etc).? 

How do people behave in this square? What do they usually do there? 

Does this square change throughout the day? 

What kind of jobs are done there? 

Are there any forms of entertainments? Are there historical cafés or restaurants or shops? 

What special things can you see, hear, taste, touch, smell,  buy  there?  

Can this place be regarded as a multicultural one? Why?
EQUIPMENT NEEDED:
The stuff each group has to have on the Piazza Day in Rome: digital cameras to take pictures; sketch  pads and pencils to draw; note pads and pens to take notes about personal impressions, information. 

TIMING AND ASSIGNMENTS:   

The time allotted to work on the piazzas is about 3 hours

Once in the lab at school, pupils should have wires to connect the cameras to computers + memory sticks. After selecting the stuff and developing the pictures, they will make a poster. At the end  of the day, there will be 6 posters,  one for each piazza.  
Suggested products to be shown in the poster:  one or more interviews, pieces of creative writing, pictures with suitable captions , realia. 
On April 9th a jury made up of students not involved in the Comenius will choose the best one. 
